Our Highland Park
Historic Highlights
Jun_ 26, 1919: It's “The Dawn of a New

Day” in
Hamilton, Ohio when the Calahan and Reed
Development
Company
advertises
the
availability of lots in Highland Park. Dial 1600 for
more information.
S_pt_m\_r 26, 1919: David H. DeArmond sells lot
16834 to Charles R. La Boiteaux and Edith F.
Boiteaux. In 1921, 665 Marcia Avenue will be
built at the location.
Jun_ 2, 1922: The Hamilton Daily News reports that
home delivery of U. S. Mail has been approved
for Highland Park.
Jun_ 20, 1923: A party at the home of Reverend W. F.
Kissel on the northeast corner of Haldimand
and Haven is spoiled when thieves partake of
the Reverend’s ice cream from his back porch.
July 28, 1924: Somewhere in Highland Park, the
horse of Miss Helen Woodruff, daughter of
Judge Robert S. Woodruff, slips on a curb. At
the time of the accident, Miss Woodruff is
wearing boots, riding breaches and habit, plus
a large, Mexican sombrero. Scraped and
sprained, Miss Woodruff is expected to
recover. No word on the horse.
O]to\_r 22, 1924: While walking home on Haven
Avenue, Miss Dorothy Sullivan, the pianist for
the Jewel Theatre, is attacked by an unknown
assailant. Neighbors Mr. Zoller and Mr.
Weismann come immediately to her aide,
scaring off the man. More neighbors take to the
streets by foot and by car to catch the criminal,
but he is never found.
M[y 25, 1926: Land between Cereal and Halidmand
Avenues is chosen as the site for the future Fort
Hamilton Hospital.
@ugust 2, 1926: Children of Marcia and Dick Avenues
throw a benefit circus on the lawn of Ernst
Heiser, 444 Dick Avenue. Tickets are a penny
each. Drinks, candy and popcorn are sold.
Nearly $20 is raised and donated to the Kiddies
Health Camp Fund.
O]to\_r 4, 1928: Wm. F. Conradt & Son, “Builders of
Better Homes,” advertise their services in the
Hamilton Evening Journal. The ad prominently
features 917 Virginia Avenue (demolished)
designed by local architect Frederick Mueller.

July 6, 1929: The newly completed home of Mr. & Mrs.

George Cummins awaits the return of the
newlyweds from their honeymoon. The house at
1005
Haldimand Avenue
features
many
conveniences, including a footoperated trap door
in the kitchen to send sweepings down a
basement chute.
J[nu[ry 2, 1930: Edward Moebus receives the first
building permit of 1930 to build an eightroom,
brick house at 616 Marcia Avenue. The house will
cost $9,500. George Hicks, Contractor.
July 30, 1930: The Modern Drama Circle meets at the
home of Mrs. Charles E. Mason, 670 Emerson
Avenue. “Strictly Dishonorable” by Preston
Sturges is read.
F_\ru[ry 3, 1932: Walter Rentschler of 716 Gray
Avenue reports the theft of his LaSalle coupe from
the corner of Monument Avenue and Court Street.
S_pt_m\_r 5, 1932: The Highland Park Croquet Club
throws an endofseason picnic on the lawn of Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer Kraus of 615 Emerson Avenue.
Club champion Elmer Kraus receives a golden
horseshoe. Womens champion Mrs. Drew
Webster receives an engraved silver loving cup.
Charles Dixon receives a medal of recognition for
his work as score keeper.
S_pt_m\_r 24, 1932: Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Barker of 685
Emerson Avenue entertain four tables of bridge.
Nov_m\_r 16, 1935: The Blumenthals of 619 Dick
Avenue throw an elegant Chinesetheme party
and midnight supper.
M[r]h 8, 1945: Ohio Governor Frank J. Lausche is the
overnight guest of Robert M. Sohngen, 303 Dick Avenue.
O]to\_r 9, 1954: Highland Park and Lawn Park
residents unite against a proposal by the City of
Hamilton to install aboveground electric lines.
Officers of the Highland Park and Lawn Park
Property Owners group are: Frank Conner,
general chairman, 620 Dick Ave.; Marc E.
Welliver, vice chairman, 340 Marcia Ave.; Mrs.
Joyce Graf, secretary, 480 Emerson Ave.; Walter
Emerick, treasurer, 810 Lawn Ave.; Paul A.
Baden, head of the legal committee, 668
Emerson Ave.; Arthur F. Knoll, head of
engineering committee, 660 Emerson Ave.; and
Mrs. Helen Duersch, publicity, 451 Haven Ave.
July 7, 1964: Mr. & Mrs. Herman Sanders of 915 Highland
Avenue receive a Certificate of Commendation from
the Community Appearance Project.

A Century at Home

\y D[v_ Duri]y
A century ago, the developers of Highland
Park platted our neighborhood above the
smoke and soot of Hamilton. They set aside
green space, and saved the oldest trees.
The first property owners in Highland
Park built “castles of [their] dreams” and
those castles entwined with the good
fortune of Hamilton as only gracious
homes do.
In 2019, Highland Park neighbors
remember Highland Park’s 100 successful
years. We remember to take pride in our
past, to encourage the appreciation and
preservation of our historic houses, and to
carry the ideals of Highland Park into the
next 100 years.

Our Beginning

Thousands of employees stand outside the Ford plant
in Highland Park, Michigan in 1913. Ford Motor
Company inspired the creation and naming of our
Highland Park neighborhood. Source: The Henry Ford.

In 1918, Henry Ford announced that he
would build a plant in Hamilton, Ohio.
The news sparked the start of two
Hamilton housing developments: Fordson
Heights on the east side of the river, and
Highland Park on the west side. Fordson
Heights took its name from Fordson
tractor parts to be made at the new plant.
Highland Park took its name from
Highland Park, Michigan, home of the
Ford
Model
T
assembly
plant.
Incidentally, massive gas steam engines
built by Hamilton's own Hooven, Owens,
Rentschler & Co. helped Henry build those
Model Ts.

citizenship, inspired refinement, nurtured
good character, and created a sense of wellbeing for the entire community.
Home Beautiful also meant houses of
convenience. A Home Beautiful house could
entertain the garden club just as easily as
it could marshal a large family through the
daily routine. A basement shower and
toilet for the day-help, a gas-starter for the
hearth, a clothes chute for laundry, a nook
for the telephone, automatic central
heating, a garage, and sensible floor plans
made the achievement possible.
Highland Park's developers chose gentle
woodland on which to build. They planned
wide lots, and buried unsightly utilities.
Agents insisted that customers build
homes in the best of taste. And build they
did. Many Highland Park houses are still
among the most desirable in the city.

Our Founding Principle
is Home BeautifuL
In may of 1919, purchasers DeArmond
and Thompson announced that property
atop Prospect Hill would be developed into
a high-class subdivision called Highland
Park. “[We] feel certain,” Mr. DeArmond
said, “that this addition will develop into
the best residential section in Hamilton.”
Highland Park followed the Home
Beautiful movement that became popular
in the '20s and '30s. The movement
believed that building beautiful houses in
pretty
settings
encouraged
good

325 Dick Avenue is a great example of Home Beautiful.
Mueller and Hair designed the house for Edward
Apfeld. William F. Conradt and Son did the
construction. This picture is surrounded by vintage
headlines that celebrate the ideas of Home Beautiful.

Our Architect is George Barkman
Several
architects
designed homes for
Highland Park, but it
is George Barkman
who shaped our way of
life
in
the
neighborhood. It was
possible
for
a
Highland
Park
resident to wake up in
Barkman-designed
George
Barkman
in a
1911. Source: Hamilton house,
read
the
Evening Journal.
Journal-News
that
was produced in a
Barkman-designed office building, send
children to a Barkman-designed school,
worship in a Barkman-designed church,
and work in a Barkman designed shop,
factory, or government building. If struck
by an errant Buick, a Highlander would
be rushed to Mercy Hospital, also
designed by George Barkman.
Three original Highland Park homes are
confirmed Barkman houses:
668 Emerson Avenue, for Paul A. Baden,
554 Dick Avenue, for Robert W. Mense,
665 Marcia Avenue, for C. B. La Boiteaux.
The La Boiteaux residence caused a
sensation when Barkman featured the
chimney on the street side of the house.
Barkman's associate, R. E. Fryar, lived
adjacent to Highland Park in Elm Park at
914 Alberton. Barkman drew the plans
for Fryar's modest home.
The First Ward firehouse on the corner
of Main and Millville is also a Barkman
creation. Barkman styled the station after
an English bungalow. It has answered
many calls from Highland Park.

